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E t h y l  A cet at e P l an

Showa Denko (SDK) (T OKYO: 4004) today started commercial  operat ion

of i t s  new ethyl  acetate plant  at  Oi ta Complex using i ts  proprietary

product ion process technology.  A ceremony was held today at  the

complex to celebrate the complet ion of the new plant .

Ethyl  acetate is  an organic solvent  used in wide-ranging appl icat ions,

including print ing ink,  paint ,  and adhesives for elect ronic devices.  Its

business environment  cont inues to be severe due to the rise in raw

material / fuel  costs and the increase in imports.  SDK therefore decided

last  year to change the product ion process by adopt ing a highly efficient

proprietary technology,  and started construct ing a new plant .

T he convent ional  process was a two-stage process in which acetaldehyde,

synthesized from ethylene,  i s  converted into ethyl  acetate.  In the new

process technology adopted this t ime,  however,  acet ic acid is  di rect ly

added to ethylene,  enabl ing efficient  product ion of high-qual i ty ethyl

acetate.  W hile the technology is al ready being used at  our product ion

si te in Indonesia,  this i s  the fi rst  t ime that  the technology is

commercial ly used in Japan.
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SDK aims to cope with changes in the market  environment  and bet ter meet  diversi fied customer

requirements,  st rengthening i ts  status as a stable suppl ier of high-qual i ty products.
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